
DAMION AND DONALD



We’ve started this letter several times; 
each time simply trying to find the 
perfect words. “Hello,” just doesn’t 
seem formal enough. So, we’ll just 
start with Thank You.

Thank you for viewing our profile.

Thank you for making this extremely
tough decision. 

Thank you for possibly helping start
this new chapter in our story. 

We are truly and eternally grateful that 
you would consider us as adoptive 
parents. It is our goal to share our 
story with you in hopes that this will 
help you decide if we are deserving 
of this gift that you are considering 
sharing with us. 

Donald and Damion

GREETINGS!



Once upon a time a Guy met a Guy 
through his friends 

Donald: Our journey together began in
December of 2007, which now seems like a 
different lifetime. I always like to say, “It was 
the hook up that got hooked.” I was hosting 
a Christmas party, which Damion’s friends 
attended without him. Just into the new year 
(January 2008) I ran into his friends and of 
course, this time he was with them. And, I 
just had to know his name. He would later 
return to my job; however, I was completely 
oblivious to his flirting. What could have 
ended as a missed connection eventually 
resulted in his friends and I coordinating a 
game night. We were finally able to fully meet 
and spend some one-on-one time with each 
other and the rest is history. Well maybe 
not history, but that would describe the 
beginning of our story. 

Damion: I completely agree with the
beautiful story that Donald shared about our 
early beginnings. But he was kind enough 
not to mention how I almost missed him. Not 
long after meeting and connecting, I missed 
Donald’s birthday. Although I had promised 
to attend, my friends dropped out at the 
last minute and I was too afraid to go out of 
town to stay with Donald and his friends, with 
whom I was not familiar with. Donald was 
hurt, and he had a right to be. But he was 
kind enough to give me a second chance. It 
was just that “chance” that allowed me the 
opportunity to truly connect with him. And 
for that, I will always be grateful.  

HOW WE MET



Donald: I would say that within
the first year we both realized our 
connection was different than what 
we had experienced in the past. 
We established a relationship. 
Most importantly––we built a great 
friendship. We both loved movies 
and musicals and spent most days 
laughing. We had both come from 
great families, with whom we remain 
very close. Again, family was and still 
is central to the life we have as well 
as the one we hope to build. Even 
during the early days, we shared a 
passion for travel with each other 
and with our families; a tradition that 
continues. Additionally, the longer we 
were together, the larger our village 
of support became. Before we knew 
it, we had built a life truly intertwined 
with one another. 

Of course, we experienced both good 
and bad times. However, despite the 
many curveballs that life had thrown 
our way, we remained steadfast at 
home base. Each swing, each miss, 
each homerun, we experienced 
together as a team. I tell people that 
“our thing” has always been remaining 
friends. Yes, communication and 
learning about each other hasn’t hurt, 
but staying friends and treating each 
other as friends first has helped to 
build a strong foundation for what has 
become our family. Having each other 
as teammates has just been a bonus!

IN THE EARLY DAYS...



Our wedding was one of the happiest days of our lives, and all 
of the experiences leading up to it were simply unforgettable. 
While most people have some idea of their “dream wedding,” 
that wasn’t the case for us. Both of us never imagined 
getting married. In fact, we grew up thinking that it would be 
impossible for us to do so. Therefore, we had no template of 
what to expect, and no “fairy tale” idea of what our wedding 
would look like.  

Fortunately, everything came together and in the end, it was 
a fairytale indeed. We remained mostly traditional, of course 
with a splash of fabulous! Every couple of months following our 
engagement, we threw an event. From our private engagement 
party in downtown Raleigh to our family meet-and-greet in 
Williamsburg, VA, a “Say Yes to the Dress” party and even a 
Surprise Wedding Shower. With each event, it was amazing 
to see our two villages come together and become one, 
eventually culminating in our wedding day! 

Donald’s Favorite Moment: Right before they opened the
doors for us to walk into the wedding, I could feel the love. 
And when the doors opened, it literally knocked me back a few 
steps. To be swept off one’s feet… literally.

Damion’s Favorite Moment: Seeing the excitement, the love,
and joy on our wedding guests’ faces has always been one of 
my fondest memories. But, it pales in comparison to seeing the 
passion in Donald’s eyes as he tearfully read his vows to me. 

FIRST COMES LOVE,  
THEN COMES MARRIAGE



Where do I start with this guy? Well, Damion 
is one of the smartest and funniest guys I 
know. People say we are opposites, which 
on the outside, I can see what they mean. 
Damion is a workout junkie, who loves video 
games, Marvel and DC comics, his Peloton, 
and being right. His passion for being the 
best is one of his most attractive traits. I 
have had the pleasure of supporting him as 
he completed several degrees including his 
Doctorate in 2018 where he went from my 
smart hunky husband to my smart hunky 
doctor, husband. He is a former classroom 
teacher and state department of education 
consultant, who now works as a Senior 
Administrator of Professional Learning for a 
county school system.

Most importantly, Damion has not done 
these things for himself alone. No, he has also 
done these things for us–– for our family. He 
is an avid reader and seeker of knowledge. 
He’s also tech support for our village. 
Watching him with our godchildren, nieces 
and nephews, is one of the most beautiful 
things I have had the privilege of watching. I 
am so excited to be on this journey with him 
because I know that he is going to make an 
AMAZING father.

WHY I LOVE DAMION



Unbridled joy. Relentless passion. High octane 
energy. God, family, friends. Son, husband, and 
friend. These are elements that I would use to 
describe Donald. 

I elected to end my list with the term “friend,” 
because Donald truly is my best friend. He is 
my best friend because he pushes me to be 
better. Since meeting him, he has forced me 
to reevaluate my worldview. He has challenged 
my thinking and encouraged me to stop and 
be present in the here and now. Donald is an 
individual who knows no strangers (much like my 
father). He possesses an infectious energy that 
pulls people of all backgrounds together in a 
manner that can only be explained as a gift from 
heaven. 

Beyond his previous work, Donald continues to 
challenge himself to be the best Donald he can 
be. Despite his background in acting and his 
experience in corporate sales, Donald is now 
dedicating himself to his writing. I am so proud 
of everything he has done, everything he is, and 
everything that he plans to do. In addition to his 
writing, Donald’s current work focus continues in 
technology sales, with an increasing focus in Real 
Estate. 

I love Donald’s joy and the passion that exudes 
from all that he does. It continues to inspire me 
in ways that he probably doesn’t even know. I 
am so excited to see him as a Dad. Because he 
is awesome, I know that that is the only type of 
parent, the only type of Dad he can be.

WHY I LOVE DONALD



We currently live in a four-bedroom traditional, 
but on-trend home. We like to call it our own 
little “Wysteria Lane.” Our neighborhood is 
tucked away in a suburb that is about 15 minutes 
from the center of downtown NC. 
The neighborhood is home to a great many 
kids and families. We have several amenities 
available in our community such as a private, 
community pool, combined paved and unpaved 
(marked) walking trails, a playground area, and 
an additional park. Our intent for purchasing this 
home  was for the eventual addition of kids. We 
are eager to hear the pitter-patter of little feet 
within our home!

Our home is great for hosting, which we do 
a lot of! Be it a family holiday, friend’s game 
night, birthday dinner, or “cookout,”  our home 
functions as our shared nucleus. Our home décor 
is a great mix of our individual personalities. 
One of the most special rooms in the house is 
the sunroom, which was decorated in honor 
of Donald’s mother, whose passing happened 
shortly after moving in. It is not only a great 
tribute but a wonderful space to meditate. 

Again, although we have made space to signify 
both our individual and shared attributes, we 
have more than enough space for a little one to 
learn, grow, and have a space individualized just 
for them!

AND THEN THEY SET OUT IN 
THE WORLD TO BUILD A HOME...



Donald: Our family is a vital part of who we are! Growing up, it was mostly just
me and my mom. She taught me all of life’s major lessons and loved me with 
every ounce of her being. She always stressed the importance of family. And 
despite several moves because of her career, we would meet people who would 
become our “forever” family. Watching her nurture those relationships, as well as 
recognizing their support for us through the years, is one reason we have always 
loved and continue to believe in chosen families. We’ve seen firsthand that a 
chosen family can be there for you just as much, and sometimes even more, than 
your biological family. Their purpose means so much. We are very proud of our 
village, which reaches across the country, and they are all so excited to welcome 
this new addition to the collective.

Damion––For me, I agree wholeheartedly that family is a vital part of who we are
as a couple. Growing up in a small family unit of four, I have to say that it was with 
coming of age that I grew wise enough to recognize the impact that my family 
had on the man that I have become. Whether it was my grandparents modeling 
what it meant to be good person; someone who loves God and loves all the 
beautiful people around him. To my parents who showed me the meaning of 
sacrifice, love, trust, honesty, and forgiveness.

OUR FAMILY + VILLAGE



Timing is everything. We believe that 
this is the best time for us to expand 
our family though a semi-open 
adoption (Yes, that would include 
you!). The amount of love we have to 
give to this child is overwhelming. We 
believe every child deserves a solid 
home and a loving, supportive family. 
We know that we can give them just 
that if given the opportunity. We are 
looking forward to sharing the journey 
of this child with you through updates 
with letters and photos. 

Again, we can say so much, but for 
now, we repeat: Thank you! Thank you 
for reading. We hope you have learned 
a bit more about us. Thank you for 
considering gifting us with the most 
precious thing you could ever think to 
gift to another. Thank you.

OUR WHY




